
Foxton Futures 
Community Plan Engagement
Foxton Business Breakfast – 16 May 2024



Where are we heading?



Foxton Futures Community Plan

Vision for Foxton 

& Foxton Beach

Ideas and 

Aspirations

Challenges & 

Opportunities

Actions & 

Priorities 
Implementation 

Outcomes

A Community Plan for the 

future of Foxton and 
Foxton Beach needs to: 

✓Reflect the community’s 
ideas and aspirations 

✓Respond to the issues, 
challenges and 
opportunities

✓Create a clear integrated 
picture of the future and 

what we want to work 
towards

✓Bring alignment and is 

something that the 
community and 

stakeholders can buy 
into and support

✓Be capable of evolving 

as context changes

✓Strive for consensus



Recap: Community Planning Sessions

Three community planning sessions 
were held in November 2023

72 people participated and 
attendees included a range of ages, 
interests and connections to Foxton 
and Foxton Beach

Really impressed with the level of 
engagement, what we covered and 
people’s enthusiasm to be involved



What we asked?



We asked…

What are the things you appreciate and 
value about Foxton and Foxton Beach?



We asked…

What is the thing you Love about Foxton and Foxton Beach?



We asked…

What is something that needs to be 
changed, could be improved or is 
missing from Foxton and Foxton Beach?



We asked…

What are the opportunities for 
Foxton and Foxton Beach?



We asked…

If Foxton and Foxton Beach, off the 
back of the growth and change were to 
go through a transformation, what 
would you want to stay the same? 



We asked…

It’s 2030, you drive into Foxton and Foxton Beach, 
there has been a concerted effort to implement the 
Foxton Futures Community Plan, what are you seeing? 
What looks different?



We asked…

If Council could help make one of the 
ideas or initiatives come to life in the next 
two years what one would it be? Why?



What we heard?



Opportunities to grow
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Emerging Themes

Community Recreation
Nature & 

Environment

Heritage & 

Culture
Commercial

Transport & 

Infrastructure



Community



Community

Value

• Warm

• Welcoming and friendly

• Location

• Community groups

• Community facilities

• Medical and health services

Retain

• Community spirit and pride

• Small town vibe – including 

farming & rural community 

spirit

• Social recreational feel of 

Foxton Beach

• Iconic features – windmill & 

water tower

Challenges

• More police presence

• Signage

• Youth opportunities

• Housing

Opportunities

• Greater promotion of what’s on 

offer and what’s important here

o Wildlife

o History and culture

o Community events

• Connection & relationship 

between Foxton and Foxton 

Beach

2030

• Public toilets in Main Street 

open after hours

• Youth retention

• Additional regular events

Next two years

• Community fund and events

• Welcome and entrance 

signage

• Information signage



Nature & Environment



Value

• Estuary / RAMSAR

• Beach

• River Loop

• Weather

• Connection to the environment

Retain

• Open River Loop

• Estuary

• Green spaces

Challenges

• Opening of River Loop

• Water quality

• Promotion and protection of the 

Estuary and RAMSAR site

• Dune protection

Opportunities

• Environment education

2030

• Swimmable river

• Open River Loop

• Enhanced open spaces

Next two years

• River Loop open

• Clean water in River

Nature & Environment



Recreation



Value

• Wide range of recreation 

opportunities

• Parks

• Shared pathways

Retain

• Green spaces and range of 

opportunities

Challenges

• Opportunities to meet the 

needs of the community

• More for families

Opportunities

• Opportunities to support 

health and wellbeing

• More waterborne activities

• Sports hub

• Enclosed ‘safe’ kids’ play 

areas

• Splash pad

2030

• Recreation opportunities 

associated with the River 

Loop

Next two years

• Connected recreational 

cycleway and walkway

Recreation



Transport & Infrastructure



Value

• No parking meters

• Easy to get around

• No traffic lights

Retain

• Easy access to Foxton Beach

Challenges

• Safe crossing of SH1

• Waste Water Treatment Plant

• Stormwater

• Shared pathways

• Stormwater & flood 

management

Opportunities

• Shared pathways

• By-pass for trucks

• Truck stop out of town

• Bus connections

2030

• Shared pathways

• Roundabouts (with planting)

• Pathways and cycleways along 

the River Loop

• Improved local traffic plan for 

post Ō2NL (east to west 

connection)

• Public transport

• Excellent infrastructure

Next two years

• Roundabouts on SH1

• Shared pathways separated 

from the road

Transport & Infrastructure



Commercial



Value

• Shopping - the small local shop 

experience

• Local vs National Chain shops

• Good industry presence

Retain

• Look and feel of Main Street

Challenges

• Need more visitor accommodation

• Restaurants to accommodate later 

dining

• Employment – attracting staff

• Shops in Foxton Beach – or not?

• Main Street vs SH1 for shops

Opportunities

• New and fresh commercial 

opportunities

• Support for small business growth

• More accommodation

• House-boat hire on River Loop?

• Employment opportunities for 

youth

• Tourism opportunities

2030

• Visitor accommodation

• Small business development

• Restaurants

• Tourism activity

Next two years

• Planning for SH1 & Main Street 

ahead of Ō2NL

Commercial



Heritage 
& Culture



Value

• The visible heritage and 

history

• Evidence of  multi-culturalism

• Museums

Retain

• The heritage buildings and 

character in and around the 

Main Street

Challenges

• Balancing development and 

retention of character

• Extra obligations on the 

heritage owners and 

buildings

Opportunities

• Restore and retain more 

historic buildings

• Increased acknowledgement 

of the town’s history

2030

• Preserve the heritage look of 

the Foxton

• Historical connections

Next two years

• Enhance and strengthen the 

character of Foxton

Heritage & 

Culture





What else have we heard…



We still want to hear from iwi, hapū 
and the youth community

Local Marae and Hapu

Local Youth





Specific Foxton and Foxton Beach submissions for the Long 
Term Plan 2024-2044 included the following:

▪ Role of De Molen

▪ Protection of Heritage Buildings and Waahi Tapu sites

▪ River Loop

▪ Manawatu Estuary

▪ Surf Lifesaving
▪ Foxton War Memorial Hall

▪ Foxton Court House

▪ MAVtech

▪ Ihakara Gardens

▪ Courthouse building
▪ Foxton Beach Stormwater

▪ Foxton Open Spaces

▪ Wastewater

▪ Manawatu Coastguard



“What is the one thing we need to 
make sure we get right?”

At this session, attendees were asked…



What about ‘Foxton Futures’?
• Co-chaired by Monique Davidson and Robin Hapi

• Appointed Elected Members from Te Awahou Foxton 
Community Board, Horowhenua District Council and 
Horizons Regional Council 

• Previously focused on the River Loop project – see 
opportunities to now have a broader focus

• Waiting for the Community Plan to take shape

• Looking for wider community involvement

• To guide the implementation of the Community Plan



What happens next?



Foxton Futures Community Plan

Vision for Foxton 

& Foxton Beach

Ideas and 

Aspirations

Challenges & 

Opportunities

Actions & 

Priorities 
Implementation 

Outcomes



What happens next

• Reporting back – starting with drop-in sessions today - 16 May

• Council to adopt the LTP 2024-44 – includes budget for this work

• Engagement with Youth and Marae and Hapū

• Work with interested people and groups to explore and 
understand each of the Emerging Themes

• Get clear on the challenges and opportunities

• Identify actions to address these

• Consider implementation – responsibilities, costs, priorities

• Report back and test direct with community

• Incorporate feedback and finalise Community Plan

16 May 2024

May-June 2024

June  - 

August 2024

September 2024

November 2024

Timeframe



Got ideas or want to stay connected

Email foxton.futures@horowhenua.govt.nz.
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